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ABSTRACT 



These training materials provide advocates with the tools 
needed to help families obtain a stable and effective education for their 
children despite the condition of homelessness and the trauma that 
accompanies it. Nine sections include: (1) "Introduction"; (2) "How Mobility 

Hurts Homeless Children and Schools"; (3) "Laws and Rules Governing the 
Education of Homeless Children" (the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance 
Act, the Illinois Education for Homeless Children Act, policy of the State 
Board of Education, and the settlement agreement in Salazar v. Edwards); (4) 
"What the Laws and Rules Mean for Homeless Families in Chicago" (choice of 
schools, records, enrollment, the appeal process, transportation, and 
equality) ; (5) "A Word about Children or Youth with Special Education Needs" 

(children and youth currently attending school and children not currently 
attending school); (6) "Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth"; (7) 
"Other Important Issues" (Chicago public school liaisons, outreach, tutoring, 
food programs, preschool eligibility, fee waivers, notice, uniforms, and 
standardized tests and mandatory summer school) ; (8) "Practical Suggestions 

for Shelter Staff"; and (9) "Conclusion." Ten appendixes, which comprise the 
bulk of the document, present details on various legislative acts and 
educational guidelines and policies. Also included is a brochure entitled 
"Going to School: Your Rights, Your Choices." (SM) 
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from the original document. 
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Homeless children deserve the same educational attention and opportunity as 
children who are housed. School is a place where a child should feel embraced, secure 
and included —not a visitor, not a "problem." It is our hope that this book encourages you 
and assists you in making the educational rights of homeless children a reality in our City 
and in assuring that they too, are embraced and included as they learn. 

The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless dedicates this book to the many 
homeless parents who educated us about their struggle to gain for their children the 
educational opportunity they so richly deserve. 
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THE EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN: 

Rules, Rights and Practical Solutions 

I. Introduction 

Providing shelter to homeless families is a difficult job. Families are often 
homeless due to a recent trauma: domestic violence, gang pressure, eviction or a family 
crisis. Families come to shelters needing a wide array of basic services and usually, if not 
always, it is the task of the shelter staff to provide those services or related referrals. One 
of the most crucial needs of homeless families, however, is often given lesser priority — 
the need of the children to experience a stable and effective educational program. 

The purpose of these training materials is to provide advocates with the tools 
needed to help families obtain a stable and effective education for their children despite 
the condition of homelessness and the trauma which accompanies it. As you will see, 
there are a few simple steps that can greatly aid the families you serve. The key is to 
know what you can do and to support families in getting what they need. 

As a result of both the federal Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, 42 
U.S.C. § 1 1431 et sea. (Appendix 1) and the Illinois Education for Homeless Children 
Act, 105 ILCS § 45/1-1 et sea. (Appendix 2), schools throughout Illinois must provide a 
number of choices and services for homeless children which can reduce the number of 
school changes they undergo and enhance the value of the education they receive. In 
addition, more specific rules and policies apply to the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) as a 
result of Salazar v. Edwards, a class action lawsuit brought by homeless parents and their 
school-age children. Because the schools have an ongoing duty to identify and address 
all the barriers homeless children and youth face in enrolling, attending and succeeding 
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